The Healthy Americans Act

Portable, affordable, high-quality private health care

 guaranteed for all Americans
“After years of talking about health care reform, the Senate is poised to act.  For the first time in its history, a record number of Senators from both parties have come together to support comprehensive health care reform legislation, the Healthy Americans Act.  The legislation provides a guarantee: Private coverage is a right of all Americans that can never be taken away. With this guarantee, there will be universal coverage for no more than America spends as a nation today on health care. The time to act is now.” – U.S. Senator Ron Wyden (D-Ore.)
"Our present health care system is based on outdated policies established in the 1940s and 1960s. This bill recognizes these current realities and puts forward a framework that will provide universal access to health care that is portable, permanent and subject to market forces. This is certainly something both Republicans and Democrats can get behind." – U.S. Senator Bob Bennett (R-Utah)

The Healthy Americans Act (S. 334/H.R. 3163) is a groundbreaking, bipartisan proposal to provide affordable, high quality, private health coverage—at least as good as what Members of Congress receive—for every American.

The Healthy Americans Act:

· Guarantees affordable, high quality, private health coverage for all Americans that can never be taken away;
· Provides benefits equal to those available to Members of Congress;
· Gives incentives for individuals and insurers to focus on prevention, wellness and disease management to encourage healthy living and prevent illness;
· Saves $1.48 trillion over 10 years and is fully paid for using the $2.2 trillion currently spent on health care in America; and
· Has a negligible impact on the federal budget according to multiple independent studies.
The Healthy Americans Act guarantees affordable private health insurance for every American by:

· Modernizes the relationship between employers, employees and health insurance: Employers “cash out” the current value of their health insurance and give the money to employees—the biggest pay raise in history—allowing Americans to choose the health insurance plan that fits their needs and travels with them, regardless of employment status.
· Guaranteeing portable private health insurance for every American: Under the Healthy Americans Act, Americans have the power to choose from a long list of state-approved private health insurance plans or their employer’s plan.  All plans will provide health coverage as good as what Members of Congress receive regardless of age, pre-existing health conditions, or place of residence.

· Eliminating inefficiency and waste in the system: By centralizing the administrative functions of enrolling in plans, the Healthy Americans Act is expected to save more than $29 billion. The act invests in health information technology, such as e-prescribing and electronic health records, and incentivizes best practices.

· Focusing on keeping Americans healthy: The Healthy Americans Act focuses on preventive care by giving insurance companies and doctors a financial incentive to keep you healthy. Also, it offers rewards for participation in wellness programs with lower insurance premiums.

· Strengthening the Medicare program: The Healthy Americans Act seeks to strengthen the Medicare program for seniors and people with disabilities by introducing incentives for primary care and participation in wellness programs.
· Utilizing market forces to drive competition: Provides for patient-driven health care through market forces by allowing more transparency and competition, thereby forcing insurance companies to compete on price, benefits, and quality.
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